MEDITATION

TODAY’S MUSIC

Sunday, September 17, 2017
Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
See Worship Book 934

How often must I forgive? (Matthew 18:21)
In his very first Sunday homily as the Holy Father,
Pope Francis proclaimed, “This is the Lord’s most
powerful message: mercy” (March 17, 2013). Since
that day, he has repeated over and over the
marvelous truth that God’s mercy has no bounds.
That’s precisely the problem with the heartless
servant in today’s Gospel: his mercy had limited,
clearly defined boundaries.
How boundless is God’s mercy? The best way
to answer that is to consider what our lives would
be like without it. Imagine a world with no
tenderness, no forgiveness, no compassion.
Imagine being bound in your sin and selfishness,
your guilt and shame, with no way out. Now
imagine God sacrificing himself not only to rescue
you, but to offer you the promise of eternal life
with him in heaven. That’s how boundless his
mercy is. That’s how deeply he loves you.
Struck by the depth of God’s love, how can we
do anything but bow down to him in worship and
show that same mercy to the people around us?
Mercy is not just an abstract idea or a nice
theory. It’s a concrete reality. It’s not just a
message that we can choose to live out when it’s
convenient for us. God’s mercy for us is meant to
be at the heart of how we think and act toward
each other. It’s meant to be the characteristic that
sets us apart in a world caught up in selfrighteousness, division, and unforgiveness. It’s the
best way we can reveal God’s love and invite
people to taste it themselves.
Peter asked Jesus, “How often must I forgive?”
(Matthew 18:21). He was looking for a solid
number of times, after which he was off the hook.
He was asking about the rules. But for the one
who has grasped the depths of God’s mercy, rules
and limits no longer matter.
May we all taste this mercy more deeply today
so that we can become more merciful as well.

“Thank you, Jesus, for showering me with your love.
Lord, help me to be more merciful.”
Reprinted with permission from The Word Among Us

ENTRANCE HYMN 754

Forgive our sins as we forgive
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 934

The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger, and rich in compassion.
POSTCOMMUNION HYMN 602

Lord of all nations, grant me grace

CHORAL MUSIC AT THE 11:00 AM MASS
O how amiable
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts! My
soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the
Lord. My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. Yea,
the sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow a nest
where she may lay her young: even thy altars, O Lord of
hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in
thy house: they will be alway praising thee. The glorious
Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us: prosper thou the
work of our hands upon us, O prosper thou our handywork. O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to
come, Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal
home. — from Psalms 84, 90 and from Isaac Watts.
Communion Tollite hostias
Graduale Romanum, Mode IV
Bring up your sacrifices and come into his courts; adore the
Lord in his holy temple. — Psalm 95:8,9.
Ave verum
Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)
Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary, Who truly died and
suffered sacrifice on the Cross for men, from whose pierced
side flowed a tide of blood, the one first tested for us in the
trial of death. Gentle, holy Jesus, Son of Mary, have mercy
upon me. Amen. — Fourteenth Century.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, September 18

First Timothy 2:1-8; Psalm 28:2,7-9; Luke 7:1-10
Tuesday, September 19

First Timothy 3:1-13; Psalm 101:1-3,5,6; Luke 7:11-17
Wednesday, September 20

First Timothy 3:14-16; Psalm 111:1-6; Luke 7:31-35
Thursday, September 21

Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13; Psalm 19:2-5; Matthew 9:9-13
Friday, September 22

First Timothy 6:2-12; Psalm 49:6-7,8-10,17-20; Luke 8:1-3
Saturday, September 23

First Timothy 6:13-16; Psalm 100:2-5; Luke 8:4-15
Sunday, September 24

Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 145:2-3,8-9,17-18;
Philippians 1:20-24,27; Matthew 20:1-16
Hurricane Harvey

Our collection last weekend that will support the
humanitarian and recovery efforts of Catholic Charities
for the victims of Hurricane Harvey brought in $5,122.00.
Thank you for your outstanding generosity!
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts

Our first recital will be on October 3, with Benjamin
Kerswell, newly-appointed Organ Scholar, playing the
first program of the season.

“Enrich the harvest of your charity.” PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT LOUIS IN YOUR WILL

RING OUT, O BELLS…
DATE
September 18
September 19
September 20
September 23
September 24

REQUEST FOR
Merry DeCourcy
Teddy Altman
†Peter and †Carol Licari
†Romuald Kondratowicz
†Lech Pawlowski

INTENTION
Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday
In Memoriam
In Memoriam
In Memoriam

REQUESTED BY
John Nasseff and Helene Houle
From a Friend
Jason Saari
Elzbieta Pawlowska
Elzbieta Pawlowska

OPEN BELL DATES: The following dates are still open in September and October for anyone wishing to have the bells rung in
memory or in honor of a loved one: September 26th, 29th and 30th. October 1st, 4th-5th, 8th-10th, 14th-15th, 18th, 21st, 24th-26th and
28th. Please call the rectory during office hours to make arrangements.

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, September 18

6:45
12:10

Kathy Omann
†Lucita San Juan

Tuesday, September 19 St. Januarius

6:45
12:10

†Joyce Gervais
Ken and Grace Blanchard and Family

Wednesday, September 20 Saints Andrew Kim Taegon, Paul

Chong Hasang, and Companions

6:45
12:10

Retired Persons
Victims of the Recent Hurricanes

Thursday, September 21 St. Matthew

6:45
12:10

The Poor and Abandoned
†Thomas Michael Peterson

Friday, September 22

6:45
12:10

Deceased Marists
†Jerry Bidon

Saturday, September 23 St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)

6:45
5:00

Intentions of Pope Francis
†Father Leo Tibesar

Sunday, September 24 Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00
9:15
11:00
12:30

Living and Deceased Parishioners
of St. Louis Church
†Domingo and †Mercedes Eustaquio
Sandra Larson
†Ken and †Margaret Schweiger

PARISH CALENDAR
Monday, September 18

Rosary (Church) 11:40am

Wednesday, September 20 Eucharistic Exposition 12:35pm-2:00pm

Please visit St. Louis Church’s new website to view a
variety of parish information and photos
www.stlouiskingoffrance.org
Saint Paul Street Evangelization: Providing an Avenue to
Share your Faith

Wednesday, October 4, 12 Noon - 1:30 p.m., Saint Joseph
Hall, The Chancery, 777 Forest St., St. Paul. Come and
learn 10 practical ways that you can begin to live out your
part of God’s amazing plan for your life and His people.
Free-will Offering. Suggested donation: $10. Includes
lunch. Visit the EVENTS page at rediscover-faith.org for
more details and to register. Questions? Contact Susanna
Bolle at 651.291.4411 or bolles@archspm.org.
Little Sisters of the Poor

The Little Sisters of the Poor will be here this weekend for
all of the Masses to ask for your generosity in supporting
their service to the poor and elderly. Thank you.

First step successfully completed!

Thanks to your generosity, we have raised over $50,000
for our Foundation for the Future Campaign. That means
that we have successfully matched the challenge grant
offered by John Nasseff and Helene Houle and so have
$100,000 to begin working on our proposed projects. To
complete all of our projects, however, we still need
another $150,000. We are counting on your continued
support and generosity.
Online Donations are now available

As part of the new website for St. Louis Church, you can
now donate online. Just visit our website at
www.stlouiskingoffrance.org. Then
click
on
the
Dedications/Donations tab. Then follow the instructions
for Online Giving, Honorary Bell Ringing, Mass
Intentions, Foundation For The Future, and Music
Sponsorship.
Behold,

8-Week

Series

for

Women

Ages

21–29

Thursdays, Sep. 28 – Nov. 16, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. Fellowship
& hospitality start at 6:45 p.m. Our Lady of Grace, Edina
Young women ages 21–29 are invited to come hear the
mission of Behold! The mission of Behold is that each
woman will recognize the gift she is, realize the gifts she’s
been given, and give to the world the gifts that only she
can give. The Behold 8-Week Series will include time for
fellowship with other young adult Catholic women,
Eucharistic Adoration, awesome presentations from our
Behold team, and time for Q&A and small group
discussion. Register at www.archspm.org/BEHOLD.
Questions? Contact Susanna Bolle at bolles@archspm.org
or 651-291-4411.
Return 2017 - How to Draw Your Loved One Back to the
Church

Do you have a loved one who has stopped practicing their
Catholic faith? Are you unsure of what to say to them? Do
you want to help be an instrument of the Holy Spirit in
their lives? Along with prayer and support from small
group time, this 7-night program will help you
understand why most people leave the Church and give
us practical tips and strategies to help our loved ones
return. Thursdays, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, Nov. 2, 9 and Nov. 30!
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church,
Brooklyn Park Cost: $50. Includes all materials. Find more
details and register online by September 30 at rediscoverfaith.org and click on EVENTS. Questions? Contact Molly
at mollyschorr@saintvdp.org or 763-762-7374. Return 2017
is supported and approved by the Archdiocesan Office of
Evangelization.
This week’s featured advertiser is

CERENITY - MARIAN OF SAINT PAUL, SENIOR CARE
offering different levels of care and housing options for aging adults:
assisted and independent living, memory care, transitional care and
therapy services, skilled nursing, and adult day services.

