MEDITATION

Sunday, February 25, 2018
The Second Sunday of Lent
See Worship Book 791

Here I am! (Genesis 22:1)

ENTRANCE HYMN 700
‘Tis good, Lord, to be here!
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 791
I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of the living.
POSTCOMMUNION HYMN 701
Christ upon the mountain peak
CHORAL MUSIC AT THE 11:00 AM MASS
Kyrie eleison (Missa syllabica)

Abraham must have felt trapped. He had already
given up so much to follow the Lord, and God had
blessed him richly. So logic would tell him that he
would be blessed if he obeyed the Lord this time.
But this was the hardest thing God could possibly
ask of him: to kill his son with a knife and burn his
corpse in ritual sacrifice. Could God really want
that? But Abraham had already told God, “Here I
am!” (Genesis 22:1). He had committed himself,
and there was no backing out.
Try to imagine that three-day journey to the
place of sacrifice. The silence, the awkward
answers to Isaac’s questions, the agonizing over
what he was about to do. How many times did
Abraham almost turn around and head back
home? But somehow, Abraham trusted that God
would still fulfill his promises. So when he arrived
at the place, Abraham told his servants, “We will .
. . come back to you” (Genesis 22:4). Even then, he
trusted that both he and Isaac would return.
Notice, when the angel intervenes, Abraham
again repeats the only thing he had said to God so
far: “Here I am” (Genesis 22:11). These words
must have sounded much different now, three
harrowing days later, as he was on the verge of
doing the unthinkable to his son. Imagine the fear,
the exhaustion, even the anger, in his voice. Yet
even now, as his grip on his faith was fragile at
best, he held on and trusted.
We all have times when God seems to be asking
the impossible of us: to accept a terminal illness or
permanent disability; to resolve a bitter, longstanding conflict; to give up on a treasured dream.
Abraham’s response, “Here I am,” may feel like
the hardest thing to say. But this story tells us that
God still loves us and is still offering us his grace.
So if it feels like you’re barely hanging onto
your faith, remember Abraham. Remember that
God is still with you. And even if the unthinkable
occurs, repeat what Abraham said to God: “Here I
am” (Genesis 22:1, 11).

“Here I am, Father. I trust that you will never
abandon me.”
Reprinted with permission from The Word Among Us

Featured on the cover of this week’s bulletin is a detail of

the Sanctuary Lamp. Engraved is a text from the Latin
Psalter: Parabo Lucernam Christo Meo. “I will prepare a
lamp for my Christ” Psalm 132:17b

Arvo Pärt ( b. 1935)

Christ, Whose glory fills the skies
T.F.H. Candlyn (1892-1964)
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only Light,
Sun of righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shade of night; Dayspring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart appear. Dark
and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by Thee; joyless is the
day's return, till Thy mercy's beams I see, till they inward light
impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart. Visit then this soul of
mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief; fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief; more and more Thyself display, shining to
the perfect day. — Charles Wesley.
Communion Visionem
Graduale Romanum, Mode I
Tell no one about the vision you have seen until the Son of Man has
risen from the dead. — Matthew 17:9.
_________________________________________________________
TUESDAY ORGAN RECITALS AT 12:35 PM
27 FEBRUARY — TIMOTHY STRAND
Director of Music,
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Saint Paul, Minnesota.
A significant portion of the costs of the Tuesday recitals for the
current season was graciously given by Sharon Bigot in loving
memory of ALFRED E. BIGOT.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, February 26
Daniel 9:4-10; Psalm 79:8,9,11,13; Luke 6:36-38
Tuesday, February 27
Isaiah 1:10,16-20; Psalm 50:8-9,16-17,21,23; Matthew 23:1-12
Wednesday, February 28
Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 31:5-6,14-16; Matthew 20:17-28
Thursday, March 1
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1:1-4,6; Luke 16:19-31
Friday, March 2
Genesis 37:3-4,12-13,17-18; Psalm 105:16-21; Matthew 21:33-43,45-46
Saturday, March 3
Micah 7:14-15,18-20; Psalm 103:1-4,9-12; Luke 15:1-3,11-32
Sunday, March 4
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19:8-11; Romans First Corinthians 1:22-25;
John 2:13-25

2018 Lent Scripture Program

Lent is here and Fr. Joe Hurtuk will be continuing
some reflections from 6 PM to 7 PM in the Parish
Hall on the following three Tuesday evenings:
February 27, March 6 and March 13. “We are doing a
thematic study of some of the historical, scriptural and
theological material surrounding the essence of the paschal
mystery, namely the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
There is much fascinating work on these topics, and the
presentations should prove to spark lively discussion and
questions. Thanks to those who attended the first session.
Hope to see you again.”

RING OUT, O BELLS…
DATE
February 26
February 27
February 28

REQUEST FOR
Bob Klas, Sr.
Gerard Chlebeck
John Damasco

INTENTION
Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday (Feb. 27)

REQUESTED BY
Fred Lenertz, Sr. and Fred Lenertz,
Helene Houle
Nancy and Bruce Lindberg

OPEN BELL DATES: The following dates are still open in March for anyone wishing to have the bells rung in memory or in honor of a
loved one: March 4th, 8th-11th, 13th, 17th, 20th, 26th-28th. Please call the rectory during office hours to make arrangements.

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, February 26 Blessed Isabelle of France

6:45
12:10

Bob Klas, Sr.
†Gerald F. Petersen

Tuesday, February 27

6:45
12:10

Patrick Haynes
Regina Lamers Bukovich

Saint Louis King of France Lenten Food Drive

Help us help the Franciscan Brothers of Peace in feeding
the hungry, the poor and the homeless. Donations will be
collected at each Mass in the Church by the Saint Joseph
Altar and in the chapel by the Lourdes Grotto. The Food
Shelf is in need of Nonperishable Foods, Personal
Hygiene Products, Gift Certificates, Gift Cards, and
Monetary Contributions are always helpful.

Wednesday, February 28

6:45
12:10

†Lee Bakewell
Deborah Vierling

Thursday, March 1

6:45
12:10

Pam Inniger
Troy D. Bakewell

Friday, March 2 World Day of Prayer

6:45
12:10

†Dr. Don Briel
Helena and Anna

Saturday, March 3 St. Katherine Drexel

6:45
5:00

Timothy Flynn
Evelyn Virnig

Sunday, March 4 Third Sunday of Lent

7:00
9:15
11:00
12:30

Living and Deceased Parishioners
of St. Louis Church
Charlie and Louann Paslawski
†Patricia A. Schwartz
†Bettie Montpetit

PARISH CALENDAR
Monday, Feb 26
Rosary (Church) 11:40am
Tuesday, Feb. 27
Lunchtime Organ Recital 12:35pm
Tuesday, Feb. 27
Fr. Hurtuk’s Lenten Scripture Series 6pm-7pm
Wednesday, Feb. 28
Eucharistic Exposition 12:35pm-2:00pm
Friday, Mar. 2
Stations of the Cross 5:15 pm in the church
Monday, Mar. 5
Anointing of the Sick after all Masses
Wednesday, Mar. 7
St. Louis Parish Shawl Knitters 1:00pm

Easter Flowers

Honor your loved ones this Easter by making a donation
to help with the Easter flowers in their honor or in their
memory. Envelopes are available at the back of the
church. PLEASE PRINT your name clearly on the front of
the envelope and the name(s) of those in whose honor you
are making the contribution on the back. These envelopes
can be dropped in any collection basket.
Relevant Radio

Did you know the time you spend driving in your car can
be an opportunity to grow in faith, to be renewed in hope
and to be reminded of God’s love for you and for the
world? Simply tune your dial to 1330 AM where you will
hear engaging and dynamic Catholic programming on
Relevant Radio®. You can also download the free Relevant
Radio mobile app and take your faith with you wherever
you go! Fuel your drive with spiritual nourishment this
Lent!
New Confirmands

The sacrament of Confirmation brings young men and
women into full communion as members of the Catholic
Church. Today we congratulate and welcome two of our
newest confimands, Ellen and Roxanne Menke, daughters
of Bridget and Pat Menke.
The Catholic Services Appeal

Stations of the Cross

The Stations of the Cross are prayed each Friday in Lent at
5:15pm in the main church. On Good Friday March 30th
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed beginning at
12:10pm.
Red Cross Blood Drive

Thank you from the Red Cross to the 21 donors who were
present at our recent blood drive. We collected 18 units of
blood that will be used to help save lives. Also a special
thanks to Mary Bakewell, Linda Juelich, Wanda Koetz and
Kathy Schlangen for their volunteer help during the drive.
2018 Archdiocesan Men’s Conference

Saturday, March 10, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m., Saint Thomas
Academy, Mendota Heights. Keynote Speaker: Monsignor
Thomas Richter. The conference also includes Mass,
break-out sessions with dynamic speakers, and the
opportunity for the sacrament of Reconciliation. Find
more details and register at TheCatholicWatchmen.com.

If you have not yet given your gift in support of the 18
Collective Ministries of this Archdiocese to the Catholic
Services Appeal, please prayerfully consider God’s gifts in
your life and consider making a pledge. Every gift is
important and helps to strengthen our Catholic family and
this Archdiocese.
Our parish goal remains the same as last year
$43,601.00. Parishioners and friends of St. Louis Church
generously contributed $63,057.00 in 2017 or 142.33% of
our goal. St. Louis parish receives a 25% return on the
amount we collect providing we reach our goal.
Prayer Requests

If you or someone you know is in need of prayers, please
call or email the parish office and we will add their names
to our list of intentions: markmstlouis@comcast.net or call
651-224-3379.
This week’s featured advertiser ST. PATRICK’S GUILD
When you are searching for the perfect inspirational gift
for Lent and Easter or other religious occasions,
we are here to serve you. www.stpatricksguild.com

