MEDITATION

Sunday, February 18, 2018
The First Sunday of Lent
See Worship Book 788

It is . . . an appeal to God for a clear conscience.
(1 Peter 3:21)
While St. Peter is describing the Sacrament of
Baptism here, he could just as easily be talking
about Reconciliation. For what could possibly be
a better way to experience a clean conscience
than by going to Confession?
We know that when we confess our sins, we
are forgiven—completely! But then comes the
real challenge: keeping our consciences clear
after we have received absolution. It’s one thing
to experience God’s forgiveness, but what will
change us so that we don’t end up confessing
the same things over and over again?
You may be surprised to find that the answer
lies—again—in Confession! The sacrament
doesn’t just empty us of the past; it also fills us
with grace for the future. That’s because in
Confession we meet Jesus, who came not only to
pardon our sins but also to make us holy. In
Confession, Jesus lifts the weight of our past sins
from our shoulders so that we can go out into
the world free from guilt, inspired by grace to
say an even firmer no to sin than before.
Of course, we all face temptation, just as Jesus
did in today’s Gospel. But because Jesus
triumphed in the wilderness, we can triumph as
well. Jesus, the victor, is always ready to help us
when we call out to him. He is right next to us,
reminding us of his forgiveness and urging us to
accept the grace he has stored up for us. He is
here to remind us that he has overcome sin and
that we can now enjoy the fruits of his victory.
So make sure you celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation this Lent. And when you do,
know that the grace of this sacrament is there to
cleanse you and to fill you with God’s power. It
is an ongoing grace that brings you closer to
Jesus and strengthens you against any and all
temptation.
“Thank you, Lord, for the grace that comes with
Confession! Give me greater confidence in your
mercy and love.”
Reprinted with permission from The Word Among Us

ENTRANCE HYMN 417
Lord, who throughout these forty days
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 788
Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth,
to those who keep your covenant.
POSTCOMMUNION HYMN 419
Forty days and forty nights
CHORAL MUSIC AT THE 11:00 AM MASS
Kyrie eleison (Missa brevis No. 1)

Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Like as the hart
Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, so longeth my soul after
thee, O God. My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living
God. When shall I come to appear before the presence of God? My
tears have been my meat day and night, while they daily say unto
me, “Where is now thy God?” — Psalm 42:1–3
Communion Scapulis suis
Graduale Romanum, Mode III
He will overshadow you with his pinions, and you will find refuge
under his wings. His faithfulness will encompass you with a shield.
— Psalm 90:4,5.
_________________________________________________________
TUESDAY ORGAN RECITALS AT 12:35 PM
20 FEBRUARY — KATHRINE HANDFORD
University Organist and Visiting Professor of Music,
Conservatory of Music, Lawrence University,
Appleton, Wisconsin.
A significant portion of the costs of the Tuesday recitals for the
current season was graciously given by Sharon Bigot in loving
memory of ALFRED E. BIGOT.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, February 19
Leviticus 19:1-2,11-18; Psalm 19:8-10,15; Matthew 25:31-46
Tuesday, February 20
Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:4-7,16-19; Matthew 6:7-15
Wednesday, February 21
Jonah 3:1-10 Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,18-19; Luke 11:29-32
Thursday, February 22
First Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 23:1-6; Matthew 16:13-19
Friday, February 23
Ezekiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; Matthew 5:20-26
Saturday, February 24
Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2,4-5,7-8; Matthew 5:43-48
Sunday, February 25
Genesis 22:1-2,9-13,15-18; Psalm 116:10,15-19; Romans 8:31-34;
Mark 9:2-10

2018 Lent Scripture Program

Lent is here and Fr. Joe Hurtuk will be offering some
reflections from 6 PM to 7 PM in the Parish Hall on
the following four Tuesday evenings: February 20,
February 27, March 6 and March 13. This year we
will take a little different approach and do a thematic
study of some of the historical, scriptural and
theological material surrounding the essence of the
paschal mystery, namely the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus. There is much fascinating
work on these topics, and the presentations should
prove to spark lively discussion and questions.
Hope you can join us!
Featured on the cover of this week’s bulletin is a closeup detail of the Sanctuary Lamp.

RING OUT, O BELLS…
DATE
February 20
February 21
February 25

REQUEST FOR
Mary Anne Lindberg
Kevin and Kurt Lindberg
Karissa Gubash

INTENTION
Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday
Happy Birthday

REQUESTED BY
Nancy and Bruce Lindberg
Nancy and Bruce Lindberg
John Nasseff and Helene Houle

OPEN BELL DATES: The following dates are still open in March for anyone wishing to have the bells rung in memory or in honor of a
loved one: March 1st-4th, 8th-11th, 13th, 17th, 20th, 26th-28th. Please call the rectory during office hours to make arrangements.

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, February 19

6:45
12:10

Leander Hallgren
Pat Ricci

Tuesday, February 20

6:45
12:10

†Phillip Souza
Elzbieta Pawlowska

Wednesday, February 21 St. Peter Damian

6:45
12:10

Michael Duffy
Nancy Hafner

Thursday, February 22 The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle

6:45
12:10

†Mary Kaye McGough
John Nasseff

Friday, February 23 St. Polycarp

6:45
12:10

Sean Edward Neuman
Daniel Bona

Saturday, February 24

6:45
5:00

Mary Solyntjes
†Ed LaBossiere

Sunday, February 25 Second Sunday of Lent

7:00
9:15
11:00
12:30

Living and Deceased Parishioners
of St. Louis Church
†Robert Trusler
Sharon Bigot
†Donald Jarvis

PARISH CALENDAR
Tuesday, Feb. 20
Lunchtime Organ Recital 12:35pm
Tuesday, Feb. 20
Fr. Hurtuk’s Lenten Scripture Series 6pm-7pm
Wednesday, Feb. 21
Eucharistic Exposition 12:35pm-2:00pm
Friday, Feb. 23
Stations of the Cross 5:15 pm in the church

Lose Something?

Did you lose your reading glasses or sunglasses? Forgot
your Bible or prayer book? Gloves or mittens, some
jewelry or keys? We might have them. Our lost and
found box has a number of things we've found in the
church or the chapel. If you think we may have something
of yours, feel free to visit the sacristy after any of the
Masses.
Stations of the Cross

The Stations of the Cross are prayed each Friday in Lent at
5:15pm in the main church. On Good Friday March 30th,
The Stations of the Cross will be prayed beginning at
12:10pm.
Fuel and Heat Second Collection

Thank you for your very generous contributions last
weekend to our Fuel and Heat Collection. The donations
total $3,202.24, as follows: 5:00pm
$499.00; 7:00am
$662.00; 9:15am $635.24; 11:00am $334.00; 12:30pm 527.00;
and $545.00 received directly at the parish office.

Saint Louis King of France Lenten Food Drive

Help us help the Franciscan Brothers of Peace in feeding
the hungry, the poor and the homeless. Donations will be
collected at each Mass in the Church by the Saint Joseph
Altar and in the chapel by the Lourdes Grotto. The Food
Shelf is in need of Nonperishable Foods, Personal
Hygiene Products, Gift Certificates, Gift Cards, and
Monetary Contributions are always helpful.
Easter Flowers

Honor your loved ones this Easter by making a donation
to help with the Easter flowers in their honor or in their
memory. Envelopes are available at the back of the
church. PLEASE PRINT your name clearly on the front of
the envelope and the name(s) of those in whose honor you
are making the contribution on the back. These envelopes
can be dropped in any collection basket.
Lenten Abstinence and Fasting

All who have reached their 14th birthday are asked to
abstain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday and on all
Fridays during Lent. All those between the ages of 18-59
are asked to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
One full meal and two lighter meals are allowed on days
of fast. The obligation does not apply to those whose
health or work would be seriously affected.
The Catholic Services Appeal

If you have not yet given your gift in support of the 18
Collective Ministries of this Archdiocese to the Catholic
Services Appeal, please prayerfully consider God’s gifts in
your life and consider making a pledge. Every gift is
important and helps to strengthen our Catholic family and
this Archdiocese.
Our parish goal remains the same as last year
$43,601.00. Parishioners and friends of St. Louis Church
generously contributed $63,057.00 in 2017 or 142.33% of
our goal. St. Louis parish receives a 25% return on the
amount we collect providing we reach our goal.
Shhhh . . . . . .

One of the difficulties older churches face is having no
place to gather and greet one another after Mass. Of
course doing this outside in the winter can be challenging
at best. However, when we engage others we should also
be conscious and respectful of those who may arrive early
before Mass to pray or stay after Mass to pray. We come
to church to feel closer to God. So please be courteous and
respectful to those who are praying before and after Mass
by whispering when you talk or waiting until you are
outside to converse. Thank you for your consideration.
Mass Intention Envelopes are located in the rear of the

church and chapel. They may be dropped in any
collection basket or mailed to the parish office.

“Enrich the harvest of your charity.” PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT LOUIS IN YOUR WILL

