MEDITATION

Sunday, December 2, 2018
The First Sunday of Advent

AT THE 11:00 AM SUNDAY MASS,
PLEASE SEE THE HYMNS ON THE PEW SHEET.

ENTRANCE HYMN (9:15 AM) 494
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ Name!

See Worship Book 768

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 965
The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.

The days are coming, says the Lord . . . (Jeremiah 33:14)

POSTCOMMUNION HYMN (9:15 AM) 493
Rejoice, the Lord is King!

We often talk about “The Christmas Story,” as if it
were one single story. Actually, it’s made up of a
number of individual stories, each of which tells
us something unique about the Christ child. The
story of the Annunciation tells us about Mary’s
openness to God’s plan. The story of Zechariah
and Elizabeth tells us how John the Baptist—Jesus’
forerunner—was called at birth. The stories of the
shepherds and the Magi tell us that Jesus is worth
searching for.
There’s another story we don’t often think
about because it’s not as long. It’s the story of the
innkeeper whose closed doors led Mary and
Joseph to the manger. But just imagine for a
moment that he did manage to find room for them
after all. His inn, not the manger, would be
honored throughout the world. There would likely
be a grand church marking its location, and
pilgrims would flock to it year after year.
As Advent begins, let’s not be like the
innkeeper. He missed a grand opportunity
because he didn’t make room for Jesus.
Many of us will gather with family and friends
this Christmas. Anyone who has hosted these
gatherings will tell you how time consuming the
preparations can be. They want to create a
pleasant, welcoming environment, so everything
has to be just right. But no matter how much work
is involved, they don’t mind. The thought of
seeing everyone together makes the work feel
lighter.
Let’s have this same attitude toward Jesus. Let’s
get ready with joy and anticipation, even if it
involves some work on our part. Let’s embrace the
opportunities to pray a little more, to examine our
lives, and to show more love to the people around
us.
Our first reading tells us that “the days are
coming” when God will visit his people (Jeremiah
33:14). Let’s dedicate the next twenty-three days to
making our hearts as open and welcoming as
possible so that Jesus will find a comfortable home
there.
“Lord, help me to make time for you this Advent.”
Reprinted with permission from The Word Among Us

CHORAL MUSIC AT THE 11:00 AM MASS
Ecce vicit Leo
Peter Philips (1560-1628)
Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, Hath
prevailed to open the book and to loose the seven seals thereof.
Alleluia. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
godliness, and wisdom, and strength, and honor and glory, and
blessing. — from the Revelation to John (the Apocalypse).
Communion Sedebit
Graduale Romanum, Mode VI
The Lord will sit on his royal throne for ever; the Lord will bless his
people in peace. — Psalm 28:10b,11b.
Antiphon Sub tuum præsidium
Mode VII
Under thy protection we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God; despise
not our petitions in our needs, but from all dangers deliver us
always, Virgin Glorious and Blessed.
— Oldest extant Hymn to the Blessed Virgin; circa 250 A.D.
Dignus est Agnus
Malcolm Williamson (1931-2003)
The Lamb who has been slain is worthy to receive power, and
divinity, and wisdom, and strength, and honor; let glory and
dominion be his for ever and ever. — Revelation 5:12 and 1:6.
_____________________________________________
TUESDAY ORGAN RECITALS, 12:35 pm — 1:05 pm
4 December — Cristiano Rizzotto,
Director of Music, Good Shepherd Catholic Church,
Golden Valley, Minnesota.
A significant portion of the costs of the Tuesday recitals
for the current season was graciously given by
Sharon Bigot in loving memory of ALFRED E. BIGOT.
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, December 3
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122:1-9; Matthew 8:5-11
Tuesday, December 4
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72: 1, 7-8, 12-13,17; Luke 10:21-24
Wednesday, December 5
Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 23:1-6; Matthew 15:29-37
Thursday, December 6
Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalm 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-27; Matthew 7:21,24-27
Friday, December 7
Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalm 27:1,4,13-14; Matthew 9:27-31
Saturday, December 8
Genesis 3:9-15,20; Psalm 98:1-4; Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12 Luke 1:26-38
Sunday, December 9
Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 126:1-6; Philippians 1:4-6,8-11: Luke 3:1-6

Please pray for our parishioners and friends of St. Louis
Church who are sick: Ginny Collins, Bill Darling. Monty

Denniston, Barb Arland-Frye, Greg Ennis, Anne Hallgren,
Margaret Ann Hennen, Tom Nutter, and Evelyn Virnig.
Prayer Requests

If you or someone you know is in need of prayers, please
call or email the parish office and we will add their names
to our list of intentions: markmstlouis@comcast.net or call
651-224-3379.

F EATURED ON THE C OVER – Not every manger scene during Christmastide at the Little French Church included a stable. The Juaire family, for
decades, has taken on the creative challenge unlike no others. The crèche figures, still in use, were made in Philadelphia and procured via the
E.M. Lohmann Co. (each of the statues were donated) in 1987 or 1988. The Triptych’s center image is the Annunciation with Gabriel playing a
harp, the Holy Spirit behind him in the window. The other angels have a trumpet and either a lute or a violin. The illustrations have a medieval
flair to them. The photo is not dated but it precedes the painting of the church in 1997 and the installation of the St. Dorothy Portico door.

RING OUT, O BELLS…
DATE
December 9

REQUEST FOR
Lauren Lindberg

INTENTION
Happy Birthday

REQUESTED BY
Nancy and Bruce Lindberg

OPEN BELL DATES: The following dates are still open in December for anyone wishing to have the bells rung in memory or in honor
of a loved one: December 10th, 13th-14th, 16th-18th, 21st, 23rd-24th, 29th-31st. Please call the rectory during office hours to make
arrangements.

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, December 3 St. Francis Xavier

6:45
12:10

Ken Dufner
Jacob Earp

Tuesday, December 4 St. John of Damascene

6:45
12:10

Persecuted Christians
Cameron and Sheila Earp’s Marriage

Wednesday, December 5

6:45
12:10

†Margaret Tibesar
†Scott Nelson

Thursday, December 6 St. Nicholas

6:45
12:10

Raymond Kirsch
†Earl Gramling

Friday, December 7 St. Ambrose

6:45
12:10
5:00

Poor Souls in Purgatory
†Thomas Julius Conlon
The Living and Deceased Parishioners and
Friends of St. Louis Church

Saturday, December 8 The Feast of the Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

6:45
12:10
5:00

Peter Tunison
The Living and Deceased Parishioners and
Friends of St. Louis Church
†Joseph Merkl

Sunday, December 9 Second Sunday of Advent

7:00
9:15
11:00
12:30

Living and Deceased Parishioners
of St. Louis Church
†Luz Castro De Aragon
†Leo McEnery
Kim Gozum

PARISH CALENDAR
Monday, Dec 3
Monday, Dec. 3
Tuesday, Dec. 4
Wednesday, Dec. 5
Sat-Sun, Dec. 8-9

Anointing of the Sick after all Masses
Rosary in the Church 11:40am
Organ Recital after the 12:10 Mass
Eucharistic Exposition 12:35pm-2:00pm
St. Louis Parish Bake Sale (after the 5pm Mass
and all Sunday Masses)
Wedding Congratulations

Blessings on Hannah Peterson and Robert Gamache who
were joined in Holy Matrimony on December 1, 2018 at St.
Louis Church.
Retirement Fund for Religious

Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers and religious order priests ministered for years
for little to no pay. Their sacrifices now leave their
religious communities without adequate retirement
savings. Your gift helps to provide medications, nursing
care, and more for tens of thousands of elderly religious.
Please consider supporting The Retirement Fund for
Religious. Envelopes are available in vestibule of the
church. They can be dropped in any collection basket
during the week or on Sunday or mailed directly to the
Parish Office. Thank you for your generosity.

Mass Obligation: Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary In 2018, the Patronal Feast of the United

States of America – the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary – and the Second Sunday of Advent
occur on back-to-back days, and both days remain
obligatory this year. The faithful must attend Mass at 4
p.m. or after on Friday, December 7 or at any time on
Saturday, December 8 to fulfill their obligation for the
Immaculate Conception. The faithful must attend another
Mass at 4 p.m. or after on Saturday, December 8 or at any
time on Sunday, December 9 for the Second Sunday of
Advent. Attending only one Mass Saturday evening,
December 8 does not satisfy both obligations. From the
Archdiocese
Mass Times for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Friday 5pm in the main church (no confessions)
Saturday 6:45am and 12:10pm (no confessions)
St. Louis Bale Sale & Christmas Bazaar

The big parish event of the winter is next weekend. Please
mark your calendars and invite your friends. New
additions to the bazaar include an exquisitely chic
designer handbag, contemporary jewelry and Christmas
decor. We will be recapping some of the 150th
Anniversary Gala highlights: Some of our very talented
local artists involved in our church renovations will have
work on display. You can view the parish highlights slide
show Rich Graner created for the Gala. You may win a
chance to purchase one of the 15 remaining copies of Dee
Hobbie’s beautifully designed booklet "1868-2018~150
Years of Faith.” All this, plus baked goods for sale, coffee
and donuts on Sunday, hot mulled cider on Saturday and
plenty of good cheer. Stay after mass, decorate your own
cookie and visit with friends and fellow parishioners.
Drop off all donations for the sale at the church office
Monday-Friday 7-3 or in the church hall anytime after 3
on Saturday and before each of the masses. Bulk items for
the cookie smorgasbord do not need to be priced. We
would appreciate it if you could round all other baked
goods and food donation prices to 25¢/50¢/75¢/1.00
increments for simplicity at checkout. Please call or text
Gayle Middlecamp at 651-757-5270 with any questions.
Foundation For The Future Collection Thank you to

parishioners and friends alike who contributed to our 4th
Sunday of the Month Restoration Collection this past
weekend. The donations totaled $2,977.71 as follows: 5pm
$230.00; 7am $451.50: 9:15am $410.00; 11:00am $168.00;
12:30pm $388.21; $805.00 from automatic contributions
and $525.00 received directly at the parish office.
Fuel and Heat Collection December 8th-9th

Next weekend we will have a second collection to help
with the extraordinary expense of heating the Church,
Chapel, Parish Hall and Rectory. Last year our heating bill
for January alone was $6,426.33.
Requests for Masses will begin to be taken on December

10th. Envelopes for your requests are located in the
vestibule of the church. They can dropped in any
collection basket or mailed to the parish office.

“Enrich the harvest of your charity.” PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT LOUIS IN YOUR WILL

