MEDITATION

Sunday, December 16, 2018
The Third Sunday of Advent
See Worship Book 774

Be strong, fear not! Here is your God . . . he comes to
save you. (Isaiah 35:4)
God will save his people. That’s the reassurance
that the prophet Isaiah offers in today’s first
reading. These words must have given the people
of Jerusalem great hope as the advancing army of
Assyria cast a shadow of fear over the land.
These words are no less reassuring for us. God
will save his people—that includes you. So “be
strong, fear not!” (Isaiah 35:4).
Almost everyone experiences anxiety at one
point or another. It is especially acute when we are
faced with a difficult situation, and we don’t know
what will happen next. We may believe that God
wants to give us his peace, but it still seems far off.
So how can we find that peace?
One way is to practice praying for peace. Let’s
say you are going about your day and an anxious
thought comes into your mind. Try to pinpoint the
worry, and then talk to the Lord about it. Imagine
yourself leaning against Jesus’ chest, as the apostle
John did at the Last Supper. Tell him what is
making you unsettled. Then tell him that you want
to lay your anxieties at his feet and leave them
there for him to deal with.
Even if prayer doesn’t bring immediate peace, it
could untangle your thoughts enough to help you
think of one step you could take toward solving
the issue. It could be as simple as setting a time to
talk over your worries with a good friend. Or it
could be a complete step-by-step plan that the
Holy Spirit puts in your mind.
For example, are you worried about one of your
children? Lean against the Lord and ask him to
keep her safe. Then try to think about one step that
you can take to help her out. Maybe you can write
a little note assuring her of your love. Maybe you
see that you need to spend more time with her.
Maybe you just need to keep praying and trust
that God will work in his own way and in his own
time. Whatever it is, do it, and watch what
happens.
Anxiety is a very real part of life, but with the
Lord’s help, we can take steps to put it to rest.
“Lord, fill my heart with your peace.
Help me to trust you.”
Reprinted with permission from The Word Among Us

ENTRANCE HYMN 353
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 774
Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.
POSTCOMMUNION HYMN 367
O come, Divine Messiah

CHORAL MUSIC AT THE 11:00 AM MASS
Kyrie eleison (Missa brevis No. 2)

Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Lætentur cœli
William Byrd (1538-1623)
Rejoice, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth. Give peaise, O hills, for
our Lord shall come and show mercy to his humble people. There
shall rise up in those days justice and abundance of peace.
— Sarum Respond, Advent.
Communion Dicite Pusillanimes
Graduale Romanum, Mode VII
Say: “Take courage, you who are fainthearted, and do not fear;
behold, our God will come and he will save us.” — Cf Isaiah 35:4.
Antiphon Sub tuum præsidium
Mode VII
Under thy protection we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God; despise
not our petitions in our needs, but from all dangers deliver us
always, Virgin Glorious and Blessed.
— Oldest extant Hymn to the Blessed Virgin; circa 250 A.D.
_____________________________________________
TUESDAY ORGAN RECITALS, 12:35 pm — 1:05 pm
11 December — Dr. Paul Barte,
Professor of Organ and Music History,
Ohio University, Athens, Ohio.
A significant portion of the costs of the Tuesday recitals
for the current season was graciously given by
Sharon Bigot in loving memory of ALFRED E. BIGOT.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday, December 17
Genesis 49:2,8-10; Psalm 72:3-4,7-8,17; Matthew 1:1-17
Tuesday, December 18
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1,12-13,18-19; Matthew 1:18-24
Wednesday, December 19
Judges 13:2-7,24-25; Psalm 71:3-6,16-17; Luke 1:5-25
Thursday, December 20
Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-6; Luke 1:26-38
Friday, December 21
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Psalm 33:2-3,11-12,20-21; Luke 1:39-45
Saturday, December 22
First Samuel 1:24-28; Psalm (First Samuel) 2:1,4-8; Luke 1:46-56
Sunday, December 23
Micah 5:1-4; Psalm 80:2-3,15-16,18-19; Hebrews 10:5-10:
Luke 1:39-45

Please pray for our parishioners and friends of St. Louis
Church who are sick: Ginny Collins, Bill Darling. Monty

Denniston, Barb Arland-Frye, Greg Ennis, Anne Hallgren,
Margaret Ann Hennen, Tom Nutter, and Evelyn Virnig.
Prayer Requests

If you or someone you know is in need of prayers, please
call or email the parish office and we will add their names
to our list of intentions: markmstlouis@comcast.net or call
651-224-3379.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Adoration extends its influence far beyond the individual
adorers, touching their homes and families and reaching
out to the parish community and beyond. (Pope Paul VI)
St. Louis offers Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following the 12:10 weekday Mass on
Wednesdays until 2pm.

“Enrich the harvest of your charity. ”PLEASE REMEMBER SAINT LOUIS IN YOUR WILL

RING OUT, O BELLS…
DATE
December 18
December 19
December 20
December 22

REQUEST FOR
For Favor Received
Kurt and Amber Lindberg
Dick Page
†John Nyquist

INTENTION
For Favor Received
Happy Anniversary
Happy Birthday
Anniversary of Death

REQUESTED BY
Anonymous
Nancy and Bruce Lindberg
Nancy and Bruce Lindberg
Helene Houle

OPEN BELL DATES: The following dates are still open in December and January for anyone wishing to have the bells rung in memory
or in honor of a loved one: December 23rd-24th, 29th-31st. January 4th – 5th, 7th-13th, 15th—20th, 22nd -31st. Please call the rectory
during office hours to make arrangements.

Mass Requests for 2019

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, December 17

6:45 Justin Girling
12:10 †Wladyslawa Kondratowicz
Tuesday, December 18

6:45
12:10

†Nello Valentini
†Rizalino Santos

Wednesday, December 19

6:45
12:10

Special Intention
†Alice Juelich

Thursday, December 20

6:45
12:10

†Kenneth Benedik
†Dr. John Hess

Friday, December 21 St. Peter Cansius

6:45
12:10

†Nello Valentini
†Luz Castro De Aragon

Saturday, December 22

6:45
5:00

†Don Lacasse
Evelyn Virnig

Sunday, December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:00
9:15
11:00
12:30

Living and Deceased Parishioners
of St. Louis Church
Bruce Schreiber Family
†Dorothy Kettler
Sharon Deutsch

PARISH CALENDAR
Sat-Sun, Dec. 15-16
Monday, Dec. 17
Tuesday, Dec. 18
Wednesday, Dec. 19

St. Louis Parish Bake Sale Part 2 (after the
5pm Vigil Mass and all Sunday Masses)
Rosary in the Church 11:40am
No Organ Recital Until Jan. 8th 2019
Eucharistic Exposition 12:35pm-2:00pm

Foundation For the Future Collection Next Weekend

Next weekend December 22nd and 23rd will be our 4th
Sunday of the month collection to help with maintenance
and repair projects recently completed and currently
underway. Thank you.
Fuel and Heat Second Collection Summary

Thank you for your contributions to helping heat the
church, chapel, parish hall, music rooms and the rectory.
The donation total from last weekend was $2,923.00 as
follows: 5:00pm $510.00; 7:00am $673.50; 9:15am $483.00;
11:00am $331.00; 12:30pm $348.00; and $577.50 received
directly at the parish office.
The Bake Sale and Bazaar was such a success last

weekend, we’re extending it one more week! Get your
pre-packaged assortments of cookies, chocolates, dried
fruit and nuts before and after all the Masses in the St.
Dorothy Portico, just outside the St. Joseph’s door. All
packages are $10 each.

Envelopes for your requests are located in the vestibule of
the church. They can be dropped in any collection basket
or mailed to the parish office.
Christmas Flowers and the Decoration of the Church

Please consider helping with the expense of decorating the
church by contributing to the Christmas Flower Fund!
Donations can be made in memory or in honor of a loved
one. Please be sure your name is on the front and the
name(s) of the person(s) in whose memory/honor you are
making the donation is written clearly on the back.
Envelopes are available at the back of the church and can
be dropped in any collection basket on Sundays or mailed
to the parish office. Please do not drop these envelopes in
the money slots in the church or chapel. Thank you.
Parish Office. Thank you for your generosity.
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Mass Schedule

Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve (No Confessions)
5:00 p.m. Sung Mass
7:00 p.m. Mass in French with French Carols
After the French Mass, the church will be closed until 10:45 p.m.

11:30 p.m. Carols and Music
12:00 a.m. Christmas Mass at Midnight (with Choir)
Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas Day
(No Confessions)
7:00 a.m. Low Mass
9:15 a.m. Sung Mass
11:00 a.m. High Mass (with Choir)
12:30 p.m. Low Mass
The Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Schedule of Masses
are also posted on our website at stlouiskingoffrance.org
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day Mass Schedule

Monday, December 31 – New Year's Eve
6:45 a.m. Mass (No Confessions)
12:10 p.m. Mass (No Confessions)
Annointing of the Sick transferred to Monday, January 7
No Anticipatory Mass for New Year’s Day
Tuesday, January 1 – Solemnity of Mary the Holy
Mother of God/ Holy Day of Obligation
6:45 a.m. Mass (No Confessions)
12:10 p.m. Mass (No Confessions)

St. Louis 150th Anniversary Photo Directory
We are creating a new 150th Anniversary Parish Photo
Directory and we would love you to be a part of it! By
participating you will receive a free printed and electronic
directory.
Schedule an appointment for your Professional
Photography Session by Visiting our website at
stlouiskingoffrance.org or call the parish office at 651224-3379.

F EATURED ON THE C OVER – The Nativity Crèche, built in 2006 by custodians Fritz Eckman and Mike Yahr, is again displayed outside
the St. Dorothy Portico near the Rectory entrance. Since the ‘advent’ of the lightrail, fewer parishioners now use the Cedar St. entrance,
so we invite you to take some time to follow the example of the shepherds. “So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” - Luke 2:16-18
(Mike is also Fritz’s stepson.)

